
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restoring Lady Liberty: A Master 

Craftsman’s View Saturday, 9/19 at 11am 

What does it take to preserve a national icon? Local 

historian and 4th generation tinsmith Dennis Heaphy 

returns to OFL to answer just that. Heaphy will delve 

into the rich heritage of the Statue of Liberty while 

sharing fascinating stories and technical insights from 

his personal hands-on restoration work on the 

monument. Join us to celebrate local expertise and 

American history! For adults & teens (13+) 

INKtober October 1-31 

31 days, 31 drawings. 

Celebrate "INKtober" all month long 

in the Teen Space! Keep up with new 

drawing prompts every day to fill 

your sketchbook! 

Share your creations with us on Facebook & 

Instagram: @OnondagaFreeLib 

#INKtober #INKtober2026 #INKtoberatOFL 
 

ASL (ASL) Storytime 
Wed, 10/21 at 10am 

To increase literacy, language 

development and inclusivity for all 

children, deaf storyteller Kelley 

Cooper signs children’s stories while an interpreter also 

reads the stories in English. Each family in attendance 

will receive a copy of the book. 

Presented by AURORA of CNY with the support from 

the Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County. 

 

Ghost Hunting 

Thurs, 10/29 at 6pm 

Are you curious about the 

paranormal world?  

Interested in seeing how 

investigation equipment works 

and what it's used for? Join  

us as Syracuse Paranormal provides a unique 

presentation that will include information about the 

team and some of their most intriguing past 

investigations. Audience members will have the 

chance to ask questions of the team as well as try out 

some of the investigation equipment. For ages 16+ 

 

(315) 492-1727 • info@oflibrary.org 

Onondaga Free Library 

September-October 2026 
 

www.oflibrary.org

 

 

FOLLOW US: 

@OnondagaFreeLib 

Be the first to know... 

Sign up for 

OFL’s e-newsletters! 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322933
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/calendar?cid=19856
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17375331
https://www.auroraofcny.org/
https://onliteracy.org/
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17323118
https://syracuseparanormalteam.com/
https://syracuseparanormalteam.com/
https://www.facebook.com/inktober
https://www.auroraofcny.org/


  

 

    For Adults... 

Meet Cute Book Club 

 The Ornithologist's Field Guide to 

Love by India Holton - Mon, 10/5 at 

7pm • Rival ornithologists Beth 

Pickering and Devon Lockley must 

reluctantly join forces to track down a 

rare magical caladrius bird, 

navigating dangerous competition 

and their own spark of romantic 

attraction along the way.  

Thrilling Reads Book Club 

 The Sanatorium by Sarah Pearse -  

Sat, 9/19 at 2pm • Accompanying 

family members to an isolated Swiss 

Alps hotel to recuperate from a 

traumatizing case, a woman 

detective uncovers the fates of long-

ago tuberculosis patients who went 

missing from the property years earlier 

when it operated as a sanatorium. 

 Everyone on This Train is a Suspect 

by Benjamin Stevenson - Sat, 10/17 at 

2pm • When a crime writer is 

murdered aboard a train, five fellow 

mystery authors—each an expert in 

both solving and committing crimes—

must catch the killer among them 

before another strike occurs.  

BOOK CLUBS 

Call the library or visit catalog.onlib.org to check 

availability of titles in print and digital formats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

History Roundtable - 2-part series each month 

 SNAFU: A Guide to History's Greatest 

Screw Ups by Ed Helms - Tues, 9/15 & 

9/22, 6:00-7:30pm • An absurdly 

entertaining, illustrated look at 

America’s biggest historical blunders 

from the 1950s to the present, turning 

humanity’s wildest mishaps into 

hilarious, insightful lessons. 

 Island on Fire: The Revolt that Ended 

Slavery in the British Empire by Tom 

Zoellner - Tues, 10/13 & 10/27, 6:00-

7:30pm • A dramatic, day-by-day 

account of the 1831 Jamaican 

Christmas rebellion led by Samuel 

Sharpe, revealing how the bloody 

uprising and the sacrifices of the enslaved people 

ultimately catalyzed the abolition of slavery across 

the British Empire.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restoring Lady Liberty: A Master 

Craftsman’s View Saturday, 9/19 at 11am 

What does it take to preserve a national icon? Local 

historian and 4th generation tinsmith Dennis Heaphy 

returns to OFL to answer just that. Heaphy will delve 

into the rich heritage of the Statue of Liberty while 

sharing fascinating stories and technical insights from 

his personal hands-on restoration work on the 

monument. Join us to celebrate local expertise and 

American history! For adults & teens (13+) 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored 

Have an idea for a book club? Would you like to 

host it at OFL? Email info@oflibrary.org and 

library staff will contact you to start planning! 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322542
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322542
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17321490
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322313
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322313
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168530
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168530
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17365982
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17365982
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322933
mailto:info@oflibrary.org


  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Syracuse Audio Live Theater presents 

Act 1—A Pinch of S.A.L.T. 
Saturday, 10/17 at 2pm 

Step away from the screens and immerse yourself in 

the golden age of entertainment! Join us for a 

captivating afternoon filled with vintage charm, 

timeless humor, and heart-pounding suspense. 

Experience the magic of classic "theater of the mind" 

as our talented voice actors bring original vintage 

radio plays to life right before your eyes—and ears. 

 

Ghost Hunting with 

Syracuse Paranormal 
Thursday, 10/29 at 6pm 

Join us as Syracuse Paranormal 

provides a unique presentation 

that will include information about the team and 

some of their most intriguing past investigations. 

Audience members will have the chance to ask 

questions of the team as well as try out some of the 

investigation equipment. For adults & teens (13+) 

    For Adults... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dancercise 
Thursdays, 9/10, 9/24, 10/8 & 10/22 at 11am 

Geared for the active older adult, this class combines 

rhythmic muscle toning, dance moves, and stretching. 

It’s designed to improve your core, your balance, and 

your cardiovascular endurance—and it’s fun! 

Presented by certified Zumba instructor Sue Mirra 

 

Functional Yoga  
Thursdays, 9/17 & 10/15 at 10am 

Join us for an accessible, beginner-friendly 

yoga program designed to improve physical 

and emotional well-being. Participants will 

learn the basics of yoga and will be given the 

opportunity to explore yoga's many benefits. 

Presented by certified yoga instructor 

Chelsea No 

 

Mah Jongg Meetups 
Fridays, 9/18 & 10/16, 1:30-3:30pm 

Love the game? Come play! Our play sessions are for 

those already familiar with American Mah Jongg rules 

and gameplay. Please note that formal instruction is 

not provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Blood donations are critical for patients undergoing 

surgeries, trauma victims, and individuals battling 

chronic illnesses. Your single donation has the power 

to save up to three lives, providing a vital resource 

that cannot be manufactured. Make an appointment 

at www.redcrossblood.org/give. Walk-ins welcome! 

 

Tech Help 
45-minute appointments 

 

Wednesdays, 9/9, 9/23, 10/14 & 10/28 

at 11am, 12pm & 1pm 

Wednesdays, 10/7, 10/21 & 10/28 at 2pm & 3pm 
 

The tech gurus are in and ready to help! Sign up for 

1-on-1 appointments to learn new computer/tech 

skills. Learn how to use your computer, laptop or 

mobile device; create and use an email account; 

find and apply for jobs; use social media; work with 

Microsoft Office or Google Suite; create a resume 

and cover letter; or learn how to use one of the 

library's many digital services, such as Libby, Hoopla, 

NewsBank or Ancestry– All free with your library card! 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet fellow crafters, chat, share, learn 

and work on your current projects. 

New members always welcome! 

Needlework Crafts 

Thursdays, 2:00-3:30pm 

Led by a 

community volunteer 

Crafts with Friends 
Thursdays, 9:30-10:30am 

Hosted by the 

Friends of OFL 

Weekly Crafting Groups 

Blood Drive  

Tuesday, 10/20, 

1-6pm 

American Red Cross 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17169319
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17323118
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168318
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168328
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168332
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168339
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168366
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17168371
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322697
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17322701
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17313744
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17313744


For TEENS… 
All are welcome - OFL is a safe space for EVERYONE! 

Get started at www.oflibrary.org/databases-and-online-reference 

 

 

 
 

Character Perler Beads 
Mon, 9/28, 6-7pm 

Make your favorite character 

out of Perler beads or create 

your own artwork using a 

variety of craft supplies. 
 

Paper Squishy Workshop 

Sat, 10/3, 2-3pm 

Make your very own paper 

"squishy" toy. Design your own 

or use a template to make your 

own one-of-a-kind squishy.  
 

Soot Sprites 

Mon, 10/26, 6-7pm 

Are you a fan of Studio Ghibli? 

Have you ever wanted your 

own Soot Sprite? Celebrate 25 

years of Spirited Away by 

making your own Soot Sprite. 

 

 

 

Teen Volunteer Meetups 

MEETINGS: Mondays,  

9/21 & 10/19, 6-7pm 

Do you want to volunteer at 

the library? Join other teens 

in your community to make 

a positive impact at OFL. 

Volunteers will help set up 

book displays, plan and host 

library events and help care for our Teen collection! 

This group can help teens fulfill required volunteer 

service hours and prepare for future college and 

career opportunities. 

Teens interested are encouraged to scan 

the QR code to fill out our Teen Volunteer 

Information Form. 
 

INKtober October 1-31 

31 days, 31 drawings. 

Join the Inktober movement!   

Celebrate "INKtober" all month 

long in the Teen Space! Keep up 

with new drawing prompts every 

day to fill your sketchbook! 

What is Inktober? Inktober is a month-long art 

challenge focused on improving skill and developing 

positive drawing habits.  Every day for the month of 

October participants worldwide create a drawing 

and post it online. 

Share your creations with us on 

@OnondagaFreeLib 

#INKtober #INKtober2026 

#INKtoberatOFL 

Display your artwork (paintings, photographs,  

digital art, etc.) in OFL’s Teen Space!  
 

Scan code to learn more. 

DIY FUN 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required             Friends Sponsored 

 

 

 

Are you and your friends 

looking for a safe space to 

hang out? OFL is YOUR 

spot to meet up, unwind 

and have fun – share your 

favorite books and songs 

with your peers, play 

video, computer and 

board games, discover something new on our 

boredom busters display, share a kind message on 

the white board and so much more!  

Hang in the Teen space! 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320776C:/Users/Staff/Documents/Chantal's%20Stuff
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320900
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17321288


Family Storytime *NEW SCHEDULE* 

Tues, 9/1 & 9/8; Wed, 9/16, 9/23, 10/7, 10/14 & 10/28 

at 10am | Door opens 5 minutes prior to start time. 

Each week, children and their caregivers are invited 

to the library for an exploration into stories, songs and 

fun early literacy activities! 

NOTE: Registration is no longer necessary– First come, 

first served to the first 30 attendees. 
 

Imagination Celebration! 
Saturday, 9/19, 10am-2pm 

OFFSITE: Le Moyne College, 

1419 Salt Springs Rd | Park in Lot C 

Onondaga County Public Libraries 

are celebrating the 2 millionth Dolly 

Parton’s Imagination Library book gifted in Onondaga 

County. Lots of fun for the whole family– Storytimes, 

balloon art, photo booth, food trucks, ice cream, 

giveaways and more!  

ASL (ASL) Storytime Wed, 10/21 at 10am 

To increase literacy, language development and 

inclusivity for all children, deaf storyteller Kelley 

Cooper signs children’s stories while an interpreter also 

reads the stories in English. Each family in attendance 

will receive a copy of the book. Presented by AURORA 

of CNY with the support from the Literacy Coalition of 

Onondaga County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Get ready to move, shake, and play! Join us for an 

special interactive musical storytime with Donna B. 

that will be filled with bubbles, stickers, and lots of fun. 
 

Family Play & Caregiver Meetups 
Fridays, 10:00-11:30am | Playing is learning! Babies, 

toddlers and preschoolers along with their parents/

caregivers are invited to spend time in OFL's playroom 

to play together and socialize. Children get the 

chance to interact with each other while parents/

grandparents and other caregivers meet and chat. 

 

 

 

 

Children under the age of 12 may not be unattended in the library or on the premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To celebrate how long Rosco the Rock Snake has 

grown throughout our collaborative rock painting 

program this summer, you’re invited to join us for a 

meet and greet with Miss Hannah's pet bullsnake, 

Mimikyu! Pet him and even get a snake kiss or two! 

For all ages! 
 

Pokémon Trading Card Game 
Wednesdays, 9/16 & 10/14 at 6pm 

Enjoy a fun game of strategy and partnership while 

battling new friends with Pokémon trading cards.  All 

skill levels are welcome!  For ages 7-12 

Stop by OFL anytime during normal library hours for 

meaningful play time with family and/or friends! We 

have numerous toys and games for babies all the way 

up to pre-teens. Every visit to OFL is sure to be a fun 

learning experience! 

Meet 

Mimikyu 

the 

Bullsnake 
Wednesday, 9/2 

at 11am 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17375331
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17387977
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17387987
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320154
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320154
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320154
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320371
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17320371


Friends of OFL 
Meetings - Wednesdays, 9/2 & 10/7 at 1:30pm  

Regularly the 1st Wednesday of each month at 1:30pm 
 

 Friends Corner 

Onondaga Free Library 
4840 West Seneca Turnpike 

Syracuse, NY 13215 

Phone: (315) 492-1727 

Fax: (315) 492-1323 

Email: info@oflibrary.org 

Web: www.oflibrary.org 

Regular Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

9:00am-8:30pm 

Friday & Saturday 

10:00am-5:00pm 

Sunday—Closed 
 

Holiday Closings 
Labor Day Weekend   9/5-9/7 

Indigenous Peoples’ Day  10/12 

 

CONNECT 

WITH US: 
@OnondagaFreeLib 

OFL Board of Trustees 
Meetings - Wednesdays, 9/23 & 10/28 at 6pm 

Visit our website for more upcoming meeting dates. 

 

Become a Friend! Pick up a membership brochure  

at the library OR download and print a form from 

www.oflibrary.org/friends-of-ofl 

FRIENDS PREVIEW NIGHT: Wednesday, 9/30, 5-8pm  
Not a Friend? Become a member at the door. 
 

PUBLIC SALE: Thursday, 10/1, 9am-8pm; Friday, 10/2, 10am-

4:30pm; Saturday, 10/3, 10am-4:30pm (ALL DAY- Fill a bag for $5) 
 

ACCEPTING DONATIONS: 9/25-9/26 & 9/28-9/29, during 

regular library hours—Gently used books, DVDs, puzzles and 

games. 

 

Crafts with Friends 
Thursdays, 9:30-10:30am | 2nd floor Fireplace Area 

Meet, chat, share crafting/hobby ideas, and work on your 

current projects. Bring a friend and meet new friends! 

No registration necessary. 

 

THANK YOU FRIENDS! 
A huge thank you to the Friends for sponsoring a significant 

number of upcoming programs: 

 Restoring Lady Liberty with Local Historian Dennis Heaphy 

 Ghost Hunting with Syracuse Paranormal 

 Active Aging Programs: Community Yoga & Dancercise 

 Family Favorite: Music With Donna B. 

BOOK 

SALE 

https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/
https://oflibrary.org/about-ofl/trustees/

