
 

Get started online at  

www.oflibrary.org/summer -reading  

OR download the READsquared app so you can 

log your reading while on the go!  

Summer Reading is sponsored by the Friends of OFL and Gannonõs Ice Cream. 

Adult Program  
(ages 18 & up):  

Sign up and log books to earn 

chances to win $20 gift cards to 

Boom Boom Mex Mex , The 

Clerk's House , Crazy 

Daisies, E.A.T., and  Green Hills ð 

all located right here in the 

Town of Onondaga! The more 

you read, the more chances 

you have to win!  

Kids Program  
(entering grades K -6):  

Set your own reading goal! Earn 

a Gannonõs Ice Cream token 

when you reach 50% and a free 

book when you complete your 

goal. Reach your goal early? 

Keep logging to be entered into 

our monthly raffle drawings for a 

National Geographic Giant 

Dinosaur Egg Activity Kit!  

Teen Program  
(entering grades 7 -12): 

Set your own reading goal! Earn 

a Gannonõs Ice Cream token 

when you reach 50% and a free 

book when you complete your 

goal. Reach your goal early? 

Keep logging to be entered into 

our monthly raffle drawings for 

Target gift cards!  

Share ALL THINGS SUMMER with us! 

FOLLOW & TAG US: @OnondagaFreeLib  

#SummeratOFL #SummerReading2026 #UnearthaStory  

June 20th - August 20th  

Onondaga Free Library  
4840 West Seneca Tpk Å Syracuse, NY 13215 

(315) 492-1727 Å info@oflibrary.org  

www.oflibrary.org  

https://oflibrary.org/programs/summer-reading/
https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/
https://gannonsicecream.com/
https://boomboomrestaurant.com/
https://www.theclerkshouse.com/
https://www.theclerkshouse.com/
https://crazydaisiesflowers.com/
https://crazydaisiesflowers.com/
https://www.eateggsandtoast.com/
https://www.greenhills.com/
https://gannonsicecream.com/
https://gannonsicecream.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaFreeLib/
https://www.instagram.com/onondagafreelib/
mailto:info@oflibrary.org
https://oflibrary.org/
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2-Day Event: Friday, 6/26, 10am -5pm  

& Saturday, 6/27, 10am -2pm  

 

Join us for an immersive, Jurassic experience to 

kick off the Summer at OFL. Get transported to 

a steamy prehistoric jungle, where you can 

search for dinosaurs in a scavenger hunt, paint 

ancient rocks, feed hungry dinosaurs and more!  

For all ages! DROP-IN, 

no registration necessary  

Sponsored by the  

Friends of OFL 



Dino Soap Eggs  
Monday, 7/13 at 1:30pm  

Come to the library for a 

prehistoric good time! We will be 

making soap dinosaur eggs.  

No molds, pouring or melting 

necessary! You will have a secret dinosaur hidden 

inside of your eggs, that will hatch into a new toy as 

soon as you have washed your hands enough to 

hatch your dinosaur! For ages 4 -12 
 

Pokémon Wednesdays, 7/15  & 8/19  at 6pm  

Enjoy a fun game of strategy and partnership while 

battling new friends with Pokémon cards.  All skill levels 

are welcome! For ages 7 -12 
 

The M.O.S.T.: Rock & Fossil Lab 
Tuesday, 7/28 at 11am  

Dig down with a MOST science educator as we 

explore the history of our planet! Get hands -on with 

rocks and fossils from the MOST collection, explore our 

geologic past, and complete the session with a 

special fossil -themed craft. For ages 5 -14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dinosaur Archery Painting Wednesday, 7/29  

2 sessions: 1:00-2:30pm  OR 3:00-4:30pm  

Join us in the garden for a prehistoric painting 

experience! We will use arrows as brushes, and with 

toy bows, shoot paint -dipped arrows at dinosaur 

themed targets. Help us say farewell to summer with 

some on target outdoor fun! For ages 4 -10 
 

Jurassic Adventure  Tuesday, 8/4 at 2pm  

Get ready to travel back in time 

and join us for a truly Jurassic 

Adventure! Weõre transforming our 

Community Room into a prehistoric 

playground filled with themed 

games and hands -on activities! 

And there will be a very special visit 

from a live baby dinosaur  and its 

expert trainer, offering you a rare 

chance to see a "real" raptor up 

close! For ages 4 -10 

Presented by Callahan Entertainment  

Dinosaur Egg Mystery Scavenger Hunt  

DROP-IN: July 6 - August 31  

Dive into a prehistoric mystery at OFL this summer! 

Dinosaur eggs are hidden all over the Children's Area, 

and inside each egg is a surprise and a clue to help 

you answer the Jurassic Riddle. Get started by 

stopping by the Childrenõs Reference Desk for a 

flashlight that will help you shed some light on this 

mystery! Once you have the answer, return your 

flashlight at the desk to receive your prize. For all ages!  
 

Rock Painting with Rosco the Snake  
DROP-IN: Fridays, July 10 - August 21  

Stop by our Rock Painting Station to paint a 

rock. Leave it to dry and be added to 

Rosco the Rock Snake in our Garden! Rosco 

will grow longer and longer the more 

people join us in painting rocks. How long 

will Rosco get by the end of summer? It's up to all of 

you! Enjoy watching this community art project evolve 

and grow all summer long. For all ages!  

 

For Kids & Families 

 
 

Storytime w/ Onondaga Hill Volunteer  

Fire Dept. Friday, 7/10 at 10am  

Join us for stories about special community helpers. 

Firefighters from the Onondaga Hill Volunteer Fire 

Department will be available for a meet and greet 

and to check out their fire truck! For all ages!  
 

Music with Donna B. Wednesday, 7/15 at 11am  

Get ready to move, shake, and play! Join us for a 

special interactive musical storytime with Donna B. 

that will be filled with bubbles, stickers, and lots of fun.  

For babies, toddlers and preschoolers  
 

Family Storytime  
Wednesdays, 7/8 , 7/22  & 8/5  at 10am  

Children and their caregivers are invited to the library 

for an exploration into stories, songs and fun early 

literacy activities!  

For babies, toddlers and preschoolers  

Registration opens 1 week prior to each session.  
 

Family Play & Caregiver Meetups  

Fridays in July & August, 10:00 -11:30am  

Playing is learning! Babies, toddlers and preschoolers 

are invited to play together and socialize at OFL. 

Children interact with each other while parents/

grandparents and other caregivers meet and chat.  

Recommended for babies, toddlers & preschoolers  

For the Littles  

POLICY: Children under the age of 12 may not be 

unattended in the library or on the premises.  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16930141
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16996665
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16996711
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16848197
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16850029
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16850033
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16847547
https://callahanentertainment.com/
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16996760
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16912236
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16847093
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16847094
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16847106


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Escape Room  
Monday, 7/27, 5 -6pm  | Community Room  

Think youõre a master puzzle-solver? Put your skills to 

the test! Dive into an immersive escape room 

experience where youõll hunt for hidden clues, unravel 

mysterious riddles and piece together the ultimate 

puzzle. Build your dream team, channel your inner 

detective, and see if you can escape before time runs 

out.  For ages 12 -18 

 

Art with the Everson  

Thursday, 8/13, 2 -3pm  | Community Room  

Get ready to dig into creativity! In 

celebration of this yearõs summer reading 

theme, Unearth a Story! , teen explorers are 

invited to join us for a guided crafting adventure.  

For ages 12 -18 | Presented by the Everson Museum  
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Volunteer Meetups  

Mondays, 7/6, 7/20 & 8/3, 6 -7pm | Teen Space  

Do you want to volunteer at the library? Join other 

teens in your community to make a positive impact at 

OFL. Volunteers will help set up book displays, plan 

and host library events, and help care for our Teen 

collection! For ages 12 -18 

 
STEM Fridays 
Fridays, 7/10  & 8/14 , 3-4pm | Garden  

Perform fun STEM experiments at the library!  

Work through a different science 

exercise each month.  

For ages 9 -13 

§ July: Dinosaur Toothpaste  

§ Aug: Cyanotype Nature Photos  

 
DIY: Dino Nuggets  
Monday, 7/13, 6 -7pm  | 

Community Room  

Make your own miniature plushies! 

Join us for a guided craft making 

dino nuggets. For ages 12 -18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Build a Dino Video Game  
3-day series: Tuesday -Thursday, July 21 -23, 2:00-

3:30pm  | Community Room  

Learn the basics of video game development and 

make your own dinosaur themed video game. For 

ages 11 -18 

 

DIY: Dino Terrarium  
Monday, 8/10, 6 -7pm  | 

Community Room  

Make a mini dinosaur 

terrarium! Use moss, rocks, 

dino figures and more to 

make your own world in a 

jar. For ages 12 -18 

 

 

 

Are you and your friends looking for a safe space to 

hang out this summer? OFL is YOUR spot! Meet up 

with friends, pick out books, play games, attend 

programs and more!  

Tell us what books you LOVE: Are there any 

books that you read and couldnõt put down? Share 

your reading recommendations with us and your 

peers by submitting a book review on our Boredom 

Busters display.  

Gaming, gaming and 

MORE GAMING: Visit 

the library with your friends 

or siblings to game! Play 

video games on our 

Nintendo Switch, 

computer games on our 

gaming PC or go old 

school by playing one of our many board games, 

including Exploding Kittens, Jenga, Chess and more!  

%ƌE> @E L?< 1<<E JGƌ;<Ď 

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16997285
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16997507
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16959705
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17070362
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16959327
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16958932
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16958932
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16997412




 

For Adults  

 

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

          Registration required           Registration required AND  

                 closes early ð See calen-

dar  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored  

Meet Cute Book Club  

§ Less by Andrew Sean Greer  -  

Mon, 7/6 at 7pm  Å To avoid his ex -

boyfriend's wedding, failing novelist 

Arthur Less embarks on a global 

journey on the eve of his 50th birthday. 

This modern -day Odyssey becomes a 

humorous yet poignant exploration of 

love, aging, and romantic 

misadventures.  

§ Bride by Ali Hazelwood  -  Mon, 8/3  

at 7pm  Å To secure a peace alliance, 

a Vampyre woman and a Werewolf 

Alpha enter a forced marriage of 

convenience. As they navigate their 

dangerous enemies -to -lovers 

dynamic, she uses her new position to 

secretly investigate her best friend's 

mysterious disappearance in werewolf territory.  
 

Thrilling Reads Book Club *note day/time  

§ The Last Widow by Karin Slaughter  - 

Mon, 7/13 at 7pm  Å After a series of 

devastating bombs rock Atlanta 

following the kidnapping of a CDC 

scientist, medical examiner Sara Linton 

and GBI investigator Will Trent rush into 

the heart of a deadly conspiracy. 

When Sara is subsequently abducted, 

Will must go undercover to rescue her 

and prevent a catastrophic massacre.  

§ Notes on an Execution by Danya 

Kukafka - Mon, 8/17 at 7pm  Å With 

twelve hours left before serial killer 

Ansel Packer's execution, his life story is 

unraveled through the eyes of three 

women: his desperate mother, his  

sister-in-law, and the detective who 

caught him. As the clock ticks down, 

their perspectives explore the tragic, 

rippling aftermath of his crimes rather than the killer's 

desire for understanding.  

Looking for  

reading recommendations?  

Sign up for our NextReads  

e-newsletters  to get new releases 

from your favorite genre(s) 

delivered right to your inbox!  

Learn more at www.oflibrary.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Declaration of Independence  
Tuesday, 7/7 at 6pm  

Join us for an insightful examination of the document 

that brought the U.S. into being 250 years ago. 

Explore the high -stakes drama and radical ideas that 

defined the summer of 1776. We'll look at the intense 

debates held in Philadelphia and the surprising ways 

this single document has shaped the global concept 

of liberty for two and a half centuries. And we'll 

discover the stories behind the signatures and reflect 

on the enduring legacy of the American spirit during 

this historic milestone anniversary year.  

Presented by OFLõs Assistant Director and local retired  

history professor.  

 

History Roundtable: 4th of July Party  

Tuesday, 7/14 at 6pm  

Join OFL's History Roundtable as they celebrate the 

250th anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence! Reflect on the Declaration's impact, 

catch up with fellow history enthusiasts, and look 

forward to another two hundred and fifty years of 

American democracy!  

Presented by local retired history professor.  

 

The Disillusionment of America's 

Founders Tuesday, 7/28 at 6pm  

Author, political scientist and 

Syracuse University professor Dennis 

Rasmussen draws from his book Fears 

of a Setting Sun: The Disillusionment of 

America's Founders , and explores 

how George Washington, Alexander 

Hamilton, John Adams and Thomas 

Jefferson came to worry about the future of 

the nation they built ñand what their fears 

can teach us about American democracy today.  

Discover the stories that shaped America  

by attending programs and on Hoopla!  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16997663
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16997699
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16997699
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17007099
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17007157
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16848864
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/17036979
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16849505


 

For Adults  

Dancercise  Thurs, 7/9 , 7/23 , 8/13  & 8/27  at 11am*  

Geared towards active older adults, this class 

combines rhythmic muscle toning, dance moves, and 

stretching. Itõs designed to improve your core, your 

balance and your cardiovascular endurance.  

For seniors | *Registration required for each session  

Presented by certified Zumba instructor Sue Mirra  

 

Letõs Dance: Salsa, Merengue & Bachata 

4-part series: Thurs, 7/9, 7/16, 7/23 & 7/30 at 7pm * 

Join us for this introduction to three of the most 

popular Latin dances. Focus on one dance each 

week. The final week will be practice and review.    

*Registration required for entire series  

Presented by Walt Medicis Dance Studio  

 

Functional Yoga Thurs, 8/20 at 10am  

Join us for an accessible, beginner -friendly 

yoga program designed to improve physical 

and emotional well -being. Participants will 

learn the basics of yoga and will be given the 

opportunity to explore yoga's many benefits.  

Presented by certified yoga instructor 

Chelsea No  

Mah -Jongg Meetups  
Fridays, 7/17  & 8/21 , 1:30-3:30pm  

Love the game? Come play! Our play sessions are for 

those already familiar with American Mah -Jongg rules 

and gameplay. Please note that formal instruction is 

not provided.  

 

1-on-1 Techtorials  

Wednesdays, 7/8, 7/22 & 8/12 at 11am, 12 pm & 1pm 

| 45 -minute appointments  

Learn how to use your computer, laptop or mobile 

device; create and use an email account; find and 

apply for jobs; use social media; work with Microsoft 

Office or Google Suite; create a resume and cover 

letter; and more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet fellow crafters, chat, share, learn  

and work on your current projects.  

New members always welcome!  

Needlework Crafts  

Thursdays, 2:00-3:30pm  

Led by a  

community volunteer  

Crafts with Friends  
Thursdays, 9:30-10:30am  

Hosted by the  

Friends of OFL 

Weekly Crafting Groups  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored  

 

 

With unlimited access to more than 70 cookbooks 

for 7 days with a single borrow, this collection 

features a wide range of recipes using different 

cooking methods like one -pan meals, no -bake 

recipes, instant pot and slow cookers, as well as 

global cuisines like Italian, Asian, and Latin 

American. Something for everyone!  

Get 7 days of unlimited access to more than  

100 popular magazines ñlike Us Weekly,  

Good Housekeeping, Prevention, Cosmopolitan, 

Readerõs Digest, TIME and more. 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16848967
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16848968
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16848982
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16848983
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16889342
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16849624
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16927074
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/16927076


 

Friends of OFL 
Meetings: Wednesdays, 7/1 & 8/5 at 1:30pm  

Learn more about our Friends  

at www.oflibrary.org/friends -of-ofl  

Library Closings:  Independence Day: July 4  

Labor Day Weekend: September 5 -7 

  Friends of OFL

Onondaga Free Library  
4840 West Seneca Turnpike  

Syracuse, NY 13215 

Phone: (315) 492 -1727 

Fax: (315) 492-1323 

Email: info@oflibrary.org  

Web: www.oflibrary.org  

Summer Hours:  
THROUGH LABOR DAY 

Monday  9:00am - 8:30pm  

Tuesday  9:00am - 8:30pm  

Wednesday  9:00am - 8:30pm  

Thursday 9:00am - 8:30pm  

Friday   10:00am - 5:00pm  

Saturday  10:00am - 2:00pm  

Sunday  CLOSED 

FOLLOW US: 
@OnondagaFreeLib  

#SummeratOFL  

OFL Board of Trustees 
Meeting: Wednesday, 7/22 at 6pm  

Learn more about our Board  

at www.oflibrary.org/board -of-trustees  

Crafts with Friends  
Thursdays, 9:30-10:30am  

 

Youõre invited to meet, chat, share crafting/

hobby ideas, and work on your current 

projects, such as knitting, crocheting, word 

games, coloring, Sudoku, etc.   Afterwards, you 

are invited to browse the libraryõs Crafts & 

Hobbies collection to discover new crafting 

ideas.  

There is no fee, no obligation ð just bring your 

craft/hobby and a friend!  

Recommended for adults but all ages are 

welcome!  

BECOME A FRIEND 
Attend monthly meetings to share ideas, volunteer to help with 

fundraisers and/or donate to make a difference!  

Learn more: www.oflibrary.org/friends -of-ofl  

THANK YOU to the Friends for fully funding  

Summer at OFL for the 8th year in a row!  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

Fall Book Sale  
Donations Accepted: 9/25 -9/26 & 9/28 -9/29  

Friends Preview Night: Wednesday, 9/30  

PUBLIC SALE: Oct. 1-3 
Please hold on to any book/media donations 

as the Friends are already planning their next 

book sale! Donations of gently used books, 

movies, music, games, puzzles and more will 

be accepted the week prior to the sale.  

Thank you to everyone involved in the Friends 

Spring Book Sale - Your support makes such a 

difference!  

https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/
mailto:info@oflibrary.org
https://oflibrary.org/
https://oflibrary.org/about-ofl/trustees/
https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaFreeLib/
https://www.instagram.com/onondagafreelib/

