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Valentine's Day Concert 

with Lake Effect Winds  
Saturday, 2/14 at 2pm  

Celebrate Valentineõs Day at OFL 

with the sounds of the Lake Effect 

Winds! As one of CNYõs premier 

professional wind quintets for the 

past 25 years, this ensemble brings together five of the 

areaõs finest musicians and educators: Beth Scott 

(flute), Kathryn Dimmel (oboe), Tom McKay (clarinet), 

Audrey Turner (French horn), and Jennifer Groth 

(bassoon). Join us for a charming holiday concert 

featuring a unique mix of repertoire, including toe -

tapping ragtimes, classic sea shanties, and beautiful 

love songs.  

 

 

FOLLOW US: 

@OnondagaFreeLib  

Be the first to know...  

Sign up for  

OFLõs e-newsletters!  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The M.O.S.T. Robotics Science Fair  
Saturday, 1/31, 9am -Noon | DROP -IN 

OFFSITE: The M.O.S.T. (500 S. Franklin St., Syracuse) 

Over the course of 6 weeks, with the guidance of 

OFL's Librarians, two groups of teens designed, built 

and tested prototype devices that can help humans 

observe or explore space. Come check out their 

finished project and cheer them on at the M.O.S.T.'s 

Robotics Challenge Science Fair!  

All ages welcome!  Free with admission to the M.O.S.T.  

mailto:info@oflibrary.org
https://oflibrary.org/
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15872220
https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaFreeLib
https://www.instagram.com/onondagafreelib/
https://libraryaware.com/2966/Subscribers/Subscribe
https://www.most.org/
http://syracusecrunch.com/literacy


  

 

 Book Discussions 
Meet Cute Book Club  

§ A Winter in New York by Josie Silver - 

Mon, 1/5 at 7pm  Å Moving to New 

York, young chef Iris offers her services 

to save a struggling gelato shop in 

Little Italy where she finds herself falling 

for the owner's nephew Gio and his 

family. That is until all the secrets she's 

been keeping threaten to ruin the new 

life -- and love -- she's been building.  

§ Real Men Knit by Kwana Jackson -  

Mon, 2/2 at 7pm  Å Determined to 

keep his late adoptive motherõs 

Harlem knitting shop open, one of four 

brothers accepts the help of a craft -

savvy businesswoman who is hiding 

her secret crush on him.  

 

Thrilling Reads Book Club  

§ The Crash by Freida McFadden -  

Sat, 1/17 at 2pm  Å Eight months 

pregnant and abandoned by her 

baby's father, Tegan embarks on a 

desperate journey to her brother's 

house during a storm, only to crash 

and find herself at the mercy of a 

remote couple with potentially sinister 

intentions.  

§ The One by John Marrs - Sat, 2/21  

at 2pm  Å A decade after scientists 

discover that everyone has a 

"soulmate gene" that they share with 

just one other person, five people 

meet their matches, only to be torn by 

shocking secrets.  

 

 

 

 

 

History Roundtable  
Led by local retired history professor  

§ The Nazi and the Psychiatrist: 

Hermann Göring, Dr. Douglas M. 

Kelley, and a Fatal Meeting of Minds 

at the End of WWII  by Jack El -Hai - 

Tues, 1/13 & 1/20, 6:00 -7:30pm  Å In 

1945, an improbable relationship 

between the fallen Reichsmarschall, 

Hermann Goering, and ambitious US 

Army physician, Douglas Kelley, 

becomes a hazardous quest into the nature of evil.  

§ Dinner with the President: Food, 

Politics, and a History of Breaking 

Bread at the White House  by Alex 

Prud'homme - Tues, 2/10 & 2/24, 6:00

-7:30pm  Å The co -author of Julia 

Childõs best-selling memoir My Life in 

France looks at the history of 

presidential tastes in food and how it 

can have significant impact on 

politics, history and global trade.  
 

 

Inspirational Women's Book Club  
Crushing: God Turns Pressure into Power 

by T.D. Jakes  

Saturdays, 1/24 & 2/28, 11am -1pm  

Continuing discussion from Nov/Dec - 

New York Times  bestselling author T.D. 

Jakes wrestles with age -old questions: 

Why do the righteous suffer? Where is 

God in all the injustice? Through 

crushing personal stories from his own 

journey, Jakes shows you how God uses 

difficult, crushing experiences to prepare you for 

unexpected blessings. Crushing will inspire you to have 

hope, even in your most difficult moments.  

Led by community volunteer, Doris Daniels  

 

Sign up for our 

NextReads  

e-newsletters  

to get new releases 

from your favorite  

genre(s) delivered  

right to your inbox!  

Call the library or visit catalog.onlib.org to check availability of titles in print and digital formats.  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15840772
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15840810
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15841784
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15841841
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15841841
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15841153
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15841443
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15841443


 

    For Adults... 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Android  Phones for Beginners  
Fri, 1/9 at 2pm  | Presented by Literacy CNY  volunteer  

Take an introductory look at the Android operating 

system. Learn all about the essential features of 

Android phones and tablets, including touch -screen 

gestures, accessing the internet, changing settings, 

installing apps, and much more.  

Participants are encouraged to bring their own 

Android smartphones or tablets.  
 

Google Photos: Basics & Beyond  
Fri, 1/16 at 2pm  | Presented by OFLõs Tech Librarian 

Take an in -depth look at Google Photos, Googleõs  

photo storage, editing and sharing platform. Learn 

how to add, edit, share and organize photos, create 

slideshows, sync with other photo apps like Apple's 

Photos app and more! Patrons are encouraged to 

bring their own laptops or mobile devices with the 

Google Photos app installed. A Google account is 

required to use Google Photos.  

 

Weekly Tech Help  
45-minute appointments  

 

1-on-1 Techtorials  
Mondays, 1/5, 1/12, 2/2 & 2/9  at 2pm & 3pm  

 

Tech Help Appointments with LiteracyCNY  
Tuesdays, 1/13, 1/27, 2/10 & 2/24 at 5pm & 6pm  

Wednesdays, 1/14, 1/28, 2/11 & 2/25  

at 11am, 12pm & 1pm  
 

The tech gurus are in and ready to help! Sign up for  

1-on -1 appointments to learn new computer/tech 

skills. Learn how to use your computer, laptop or 

mobile device; create and use an email account; 

find and apply for jobs; use social media; work with 

Microsoft Office or Google Suite; create a resume 

and cover letter; or learn how to use one of the 

library's many digital services, such as Libby, Hoopla, 

NewsBank or Ancestry ð All free with your library card!  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored  

Needlework Crafts Thurs, 2:00-3:30pm  

Meet new friends, chat and work on 

needlework projects together.  

Led by community volunteer Tina Festa  
 

Mah Jongg Meet -Ups 1st & 3rd Fridays, 1 -3pm  

Make friends and have fun playing this classic tile 

game. For all levels ñ We ask that advanced players 

be willing to help out novices as needed.  

 

OSCARs Contest  

Begins Friday, 1/23 | Submissions dueé 

IN-PERSON: Saturday, 3/14 at 5pm  

ONLINE: Sunday, 3/15 at 7pm  

Make your predictions in 8 specified 

categories and you could win a $25 

Movie Tavern gift card.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AI: The Last Invention Sat, 2/28 at 2pm  

Take a look at the history of Artificial Intelligence (AI), 

from its first conception during the height of World War 

II to the AI -saturated world we find ourselves in today. 

Topics to be discussed include: the origins of Artificial 

Intelligence as a discipline within Computer Science; 

the first debates surrounding its creation; breakthrough 

AIs like ELIZA, Watson, Deep Blue, AlphaGo, and 

ChatGPT; and a brief look at how modern generative 

AIs actually work. Presented by OFLõs & Maxwell 

Memorial Library õs Technology Librarians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentine's Day Concert with  

Lake Effect Winds Sat, 2/14 at 2pm  

As one of CNYõs premier professional wind quintets 

for the past 25 years, this ensemble brings together 

five of the areaõs finest musicians and educators: 

Beth Scott (flute), Audrey Turner (French horn), Tom 

McKay (clarinet), Jennifer Groth ( bassoon) and 

Kathryn Dimmel (oboe).  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15873041
https://literacycny.org/
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15873075
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15885351
https://maxwellmemoriallibrary.org/
https://maxwellmemoriallibrary.org/
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15872220


For T(w)EENSé 
All are welcome - OFL is a safe space for EVERYONE! 

M.O.S.T. Robotics Challenge Science Fair  

Sat, 1/31, 9am -Noon  | DROP-IN 

OFFSITE: The M.O.S.T. (500 S. Franklin St., Syracuse) 
Over a total of 6 weeks, with the guidance of OFL's 

Teen and Tech Librarians, two groups of teens 

designed, built and tested prototype devices that can 

help humans observe or explore space. Come check 

out their finished project and cheer them on at the 

M.O.S.T.'s Robotics Challenge Science Fair!  

All ages welcome!  Free with admission to the M.O.S.T.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nintendo Switch Party Thurs, 2/19, 3-5pm  

Grab your friends and 

come hang out at OFL 

for some video games 

and snacks during break 

week! Battle your friends 

and/or our Teen Librarian 

in matches of Mario Kart, 

Super Smash Bros, and 

more on the library's *NEW* Nintendo Switch 2.  

Have your own Switch? Feel free to bring it to keep 

the games going!   

*Switch is available for teens (ages 12 -18) to play 

anytime the library is open.  
 

Board Game Café Mon, 2/23, 6:30 -7:30pm  

Join OFL's Junior Library Volunteers as they host their 

very first library program, a Board Game Café! Enjoy 

hot chocolate and scones while playing board games 

like Ticket to Ride, Exploding Kittens and more! Have 

your own favorite game? Feel free to bring it and 

expand the fun!  For teens, hosted by teens!  

JLV Meetups  Mon, 6 -7pm  

1/26 - Traditional Meeting  

2/23 - Board Game Café  

Do you want to volunteer at 

the library? Join other teens 

in your community to make 

a positive impact at OFL. 

Volunteers will help set up 

book displays, plan and host 

library events, and help care for our Teen collection!  

This group can help teens fulfill required volunteer 

service hours and prepare for future college and 

career opportunities. Teens interested in volunteering 

are encouraged to complete our online form at 

www.oflibrary.org/volunteer  | For grades 7 -12 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Animé/Manga Club Fri, 1/2 & 2/6, 3:30 -4:30pm  

Interested in Anime or Manga? Come watch a 

favorite with your librarians, talk about your favorite 

characters, eat a snack, and enjoy an activity at our 

monthly casual hang -out.  
 

Craft Nights Mon, 1/12 & 2/9, 5 -7pm  

Create with OFL's Teen Librarian! 

Join us for a guided DIY project or 

create your own artwork using a 

variety of craft supplies.  

§ 1/12: Tealight Jar Candles ð 

Transform basic mason jars into a 

one of a kind tealight candle 

holder.  

§ 2/9: Book Page Flowers ð Upcycle 

discarded book pages into 

delicate, lasting flowers.  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

       Registration Required             Friends Sponsored  

Wed, 2/18, Thurs, 2/19 & Fri, 2/20 | ALL DAY DROP -IN 

Stop by OFLõs Teen Space during break week to test 

your skills at fun table -top Winter Olympic games  

like curling, ice hockey and bobsled.  

Teen Space Boredom Busters  
Come hang out in the Teen Space, where there are 

always fun ways to unplug and connect.  

Drop in anytime to play tabletop games, get creative 

with art and coloring, write a book review and  

check out our special seasonal activity!  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15482673
https://www.most.org/
https://oflibrary.org/support/volunteer/#teenvol


http://syracusecrunch.com/literacy
http://syracusecrunch.com/literacy


Boynton Bingo 12/20 - 1/3 | DROP -IN 

Spend some time exploring OFLõs Children's Area as you hunt for familiar faces from beloved 

children's author and illustrator, Sandra Boynton. Pick up your Bingo card at the Childrenõs 

Reference Desk, and get a prize when you get Bingo! For all ages!  

 

TEEN Origami Ornaments Monday, 12/22, 4:30 -6:00pm  
Join OFL's Teen Librarian to make winter ornaments and garlands using paper and origami 

techniques. For ages 12 -18 

 

Rock Painting 12/29 - 1/3 | DROP -IN 

Stop by the library during holiday break for some rock painting. You can bring your rock 

home, or it can be added to Rosco, our garden rock snake. For all ages!  

 

Noon Yearõs Eve Party Wednesday, 12/31, 11:30am -12:30pm  

Celebrate the New Year with us! We will have a ball drop, refreshments, and fun songs and 

activities as we wait for our ball drop at 12 Noon, so that even the little ones can join in the 

excitement of ringing in the New Year, without having to stay up late.  Recommended for 

families with children ages 2 -10 

 

 

 

 

TEEN Winter Olympics Minute to Win It! 2/18 -  2/20 | DROP -IN 

Stop by OFLõs Teen Space during break week to test your skills at fun table-top Winter 

Olympic games like curling, ice hockey and bobsled. For ages 12 -18 

 

TEEN Nintendo Switch Party Thursday, 2/19, 3 -5pm  

Grab your friends and come hang out at OFL for some video games and snacks during 

break week! Battle your friends and/or our Teen Librarian in matches of Mario Kart, Super 

Smash Bros, and more on the library's *NEW* Nintendo Switch 2.  Have your own Switch? Feel 

free to bring it to keep the games going!   For ages 12 -18 

*Switch is available for teens (ages 12 -18) to play anytime the library is open.  

 

Grow Your Own Mushrooms Friday, 2/20, 2:00 -3:30pm  

Learn how to grow edible oyster mushrooms on a roll of toilet paper and get a simple crash 

course in basic mushroom biology and growing techniques. Participants will leave with a 

completed mushroom growing kit, instructions for care, and even a few recipes and if all 

goes to plan, you can harvest your first mushroom in 6 to 8 weeks! For all ages. Adult must 

accompany children under 8 yrs old.  

QAFMMJċQ MSR 

Families are invited to visit OFL during school breaks for lots of fun and learning!  

Holiday Break December 20 - January 3  

Winter Break February 18 -21 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15839808


Family Storytime Wednesdays at 10am  
1/14 , 1/21 , 1/28 , 2/4 , 2/11  & 2/25  

Each week, children and their caregivers are invited 

to the library for an exploration into stories , songs and 

fun early literacy activities!  
 

Family Play & Caregiver Meetups  
Fridays, 10:00-11:30am  

Playing is learning! Babies, toddlers and preschoolers 

along with their parents/caregivers are invited to 

spend time in OFL's playroom to play together and 

socialize. Children get the chance to interact with 

each other while parents/grandparents and other 

caregivers meet and chat. Special age -appropriate 

toys will be featured in this program.  
 

Baby Book Club  
Fridays, 1/9 & 2/13 at 10:30am  

With several copies of the same book available, we 

can all hold and read together. In addition, enjoy 

simple finger plays and rhymes, all wrapped up in a 

baby -appropriate chunk of time of just half an hour.  

Ý 1/9 - Moo, Baa, La La La by 

Sandra Boynton  

Ý 2/13 - Ooo, Baby Baby! by 

Sandra Boynton  

 

 

 

 

Children under the age of 12 may not be unattended in the library or on the premises.  

Pokémon  
Mondays, 1/5  & 2/2  at 6pm  

Enjoy a fun game of strategy and 

partnership while battling new friends 

with Pokémon trading cards.   All skill 

levels welcome!   For ages 7 -12 

 

 

 
 

Boynton Bingo  12/20 - 1/3  

Spend some time exploring OFLõs 

Children's Area as you hunt for 

characters from beloved children's 

author and illustrator, Sandra 

Boynton. Pick up your Bingo card at 

the Childrenõs Reference Desk, and 

win a prize when you get Bingo!  

DROP-IN for all ages!  

Rock Painting  
Monday, 12/29 - Saturday 1/3  

Stop by the library during holiday 

break for some rock painting. Then, 

you can bring your rock home, or it 

can be added to Rosco, our garden 

rock snake. DROP-IN for all ages!  
 

Noon Yearõs Eve Party 
Wednesday, 12/31, 11:30am -12:30pm  

Celebrate the New Year with us! 

Enjoy refreshments, and fun songs 

and activities as we wait for our ball 

drop at 12 Noon. Even the little ones 

can join in the excitement of ringing 

in the New Year, without having to 

stay up late.  Recommended for 

families with children ages 2 -10 

Grow Your Own Mushroom  
Friday, 2/20,  

2:00-3:30pm  

Learn how to 

grow edible 

oyster 

mushrooms on 

a roll of toilet 

paper and get 

a simple crash 

course in basic mushroom biology 

and growing techniques. Participants 

will leave with a completed 

mushroom growing kit, instructions for 

care, and even a few recipes and if 

all goes to plan, you can harvest your 

first mushroom in 6 to 8 weeks!  

For all ages. Adult must accompany 

children under 8 yrs old.  

Stop by OFL anytime during normal library hours for 

meaningful play time with family and/or friends! We 

have numerous toys and games for babies all the way 

up to pre -teens. Every visit to OFL is sure to be a fun 

learning experience!  

Registration opens the 20th of each month.  
 

        Registration Required             Friends Sponsored  

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15865922
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15865923
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15865924
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15865969
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15865970
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15865971
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15872254
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15872262
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15839808
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15839808


Friends of OFL 
Meetings - Wednesdays, 1/7 & 2/4 at 1:30pm  

Regularly the 1st Wednesday of each month at 1:30pm  
 

 Friends Corner  

Onondaga Free Library  
4840 West Seneca Turnpike  

Syracuse, NY 13215 

Phone: (315) 492 -1727 

Fax: (315) 492-1323 

Email: info@oflibrary.org  

Web: www.oflibrary.org  

Regular Hours  
 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00am -8:30pm  
 

Friday & Saturday  

10:00am -5:00pm  
 

Sunday ñClosed  

 

CONNECT 

WITH US: 
@OnondagaFreeLib  

OFL Board of Trustees 
Meetings - Wednesdays, 1/28 & 2/25 at 6pm  

Visit our website for more upcoming meeting dates.  

Become a Friend! Pick up a membership brochure  

at the library OR download and print a form from 

www.oflibrary.org/friends -of -ofl  

Please join us in thanking the Friends of OFL 

for a very generous 2025! Last year, the 

Friends gifted over $22,000 to OFL , which 

funded the following and more:  

COLLECTIONS: 12 Empire Passes (for state 

parks); ebooks; Lucky Day Books  

PROGRAMS: Dance Classes with Walt 

Medicis Dance Studio ; Summer Reading 

including Rev Theater Co.  performance; 

Several author events, programs and 

lectures including Mary Jumbelic , Dennis 

Connors , Murder Most Foul presented by  

Historic Oakwood Cemetery Preservation 

Association ; teen art class with Shades of 

Orange Art Studio ; Music with Donna B.; 

Dancersize, Yoga and Mah -Jongg classes; a 

ChompSaw  for program use; History 

Roundtable; Senior Center  Art Reception  

LIBRARY ENHANCEMENTS: Digital display for 

the lobby; Nintendo Switch 2 for the Teen 

Space; Montessori busy boards for the Play & 

Learn Room; 2 printers for public use; 

upgraded wireless access points  

https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/
mailto:info@oflibrary.org
https://oflibrary.org/about-ofl/trustees/
https://oflibrary.org/about-ofl/trustees/
https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/
https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaFreeLib
https://www.instagram.com/onondagafreelib/

