
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Celebration of 

Indigenous Dance 

& Culture 
Saturday, 11/15 at 2:30pm 

In honor of Native American 

Heritage Month, we invite 

you to join us for this vibrant 

celebration of Indigenous 

heritage. Members of the 

Haudenosaunee community 

will share not just a performance, but a living 

tradition—a powerful expression of history, spirituality, 

and community connection passed down through 

generations. For all ages! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M.O.S.T. Robotics Challenge 7-part series: 

 Tuesdays, 12/9, 12/16, 1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 

6:00-7:30pm  

 Saturday, 1/31, 9am-Noon - Robotics Challenge 

Science Fair at the M.O.S.T. (500 S. Franklin St.) 

Join OFL Librarians in the MOST Robotics Challenge. 

Participants will design, build, and test a prototype 

device that can help humans observe and explore 

space. Teams will share and demonstrate their 

completed projects on event day to compete for 

awards from our community judges. 

For tweens, in grades 4-8 

 

Noon Year’s Eve Party  
Wednesday, 12/31 

at 11:30am 

Join us on the final 

day of 2025 to 

celebrate the New 

Year! We will have 

a ball drop, 

refreshments, and 

fun songs and 

activities as we wait 

for our ball drop at 12 Noon, so that even the little 

ones can join in the excitement of ringing in the New 

Year, without having to stay up until the wee hours.  

Recommended for families with children ages 2-10 

 

(315) 492-1727 • info@oflibrary.org 

Onondaga Free Library 

November-December 2025 
 

www.oflibrary.org

 

 

FOLLOW US: 

@OnondagaFreeLib 

Be the first to know... 

Sign up for 

OFL’s e-newsletters! 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15502954C:/Users/Staff/Documents/Chantal's%20Stuff
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15482512
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15482512
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15482673
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469761
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469761
https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/festival-of-trees/
mailto:info@oflibrary.org
https://oflibrary.org/
https://www.onondaganation.org/


  

 

    For Adults... 

 

*NEW* Meet Cute Book Club 

 Thank You for Listening by  

Julia Whelan - Mon, 11/3 at 7pm 

An audiobook narrator, former 

actress Sewanee Chester, after 

having a one-night stand with a 

handsome stranger in Las Vegas, 

returns home to narrate a romance 

novel and forms a connection with 

the anonymous author, but when his identity is 

finally revealed, she must risk everything for desire. 

 Canadian Boyfriend by Jenny Holiday 

- Mon, 12/1 at 7pm • A dance 

teacher who used a hockey player 

she met once as an imaginary 

boyfriend to cover her teenage social 

awkwardness runs into him again 

years later when he brings his 

daughter to her class. 

Thrilling Reads Book Club 

The Life We Bury by Allen Eskens -  

Sat, 12/20 at 2pm • College student 

Joe Talbert sets out to write a 

biography for a class assignment and 

interviews Carl Iverson, a dying Vietnam 

veteran and convicted murderer living 

in a nursing home. As Joe researches 

Carl's life, he struggles to reconcile the 

man's past heroism with his heinous crimes, ultimately 

pursuing the truth of his conviction despite facing 

significant personal challenges. 

 

 

OFL BOOK CLUBS 

Call the library or visit catalog.onlib.org to check 

availability of titles in print and digital formats. 

Perseverance & Passion: 

The Tex Simone Story 
Wednesday, 11/12 at 2pm 

Join us as John Simone, co-author 

of Tex Simone: The Man Who 

Saved Baseball in Syracuse, talks 

about the essence of his father, a 

man who transformed minor 

league baseball in Syracuse. 

Simone's story is not just about 

baseball; it is a narrative of 

perseverance, community spirit, and a legacy that 

continues to inspire generations. With detailed 

accounts of his challenges and victories, including his 

pivotal role in keeping the Syracuse Chiefs thriving, this 

book is a tribute to a true American hero. 

Books will be available for purchase at the event. 
 

History Roundtable 
Led by community volunteer 

 Bonhoeffer Abridged: Pastor, Martyr, 

Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas -  

Tues, 11/18 & 11/25, 6:00-7:30pm • 

New York Times best-selling author, 

Eric Metaxas, presents an abridged 

version of the groundbreaking 

biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 

one of the greatest heroes of the 

20th century, a man who stood up to Hitler. 

 2 Year Anniversary Celebration -  

Tues, 12/9, 6:00-7:30pm • Reflect on past books, 

topics, and historical insights; catch up with fellow 

history enthusiasts; and look forward to another two 

years of lively and thought-provoking discussions! 

Refreshments provided. 
 

Inspirational Women's Book Club 
Crushing: God Turns Pressure into Power by T.D. Jakes 

Saturdays, 11/15 & 12/13, 11am-1pm 

New York Times bestselling author T.D. 

Jakes wrestles with age-old questions: 

Why do the righteous suffer? Where is 

God in all the injustice? Through 

crushing personal stories from his own 

journey, Jakes shows you how God uses 

difficult, crushing experiences to 

prepare you for unexpected blessings. 

Crushing will inspire you to have hope, even in your 

most difficult moments. 

Led by community volunteer, Doris Daniels 

 

Sign up for our 

NextReads 

e-newsletters 

to get new releases 

from your favorite 

genre(s) delivered 

right to your inbox!  

SCAN 

CODE 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15477373
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15477400
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15445069
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15477690
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15470766
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15470780
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15434938


 Windows 11 Friday, 11/7 at 2pm 

Join us for an introductory look at the Windows 11 

operating system. Learn all about the essential 

features of Windows 11: the Desktop, Taskbar, Start 

Menu, Tray, Search Bar, Personalization options, the 

File Explorer, network connectivity, and more! Patrons 

are encouraged to bring their own Windows devices. 

Laptops with Windows 11 will be made available for 

those patrons without a personal device.  

Presented by LiteracyCNY volunteer, Mark Larabee 
 

Libby for Beginnners 
Friday, 11/21 at 2pm 

Unlock a world of digital reading with 

Libby! This class is designed for anyone 

new to Libby and digital library lending. 

Libby allows you to borrow and enjoy thousands of 

free ebooks, audiobooks, and magazines using your 

smart device or computer. Learn how to download 

the Libby app and connect it to your library card, 

navigate the app, find your next read, place holds, 

borrow items, and much more. Patrons are 

encouraged to bring their own device(s). 

Presented by OFL Board Trustee, Yvonne Slate. 
 

Crafts with Friends Thursdays, 9:30-10:30am 

Bring your current craft project to the library or learn 

something new while meeting some of our Friends.  

  

    For Adults... 
Needlework Crafts Thurs, 2:00-3:30pm 

Meet new friends and work on needlework 

crafts together.  

Led by community volunteer Tina Festa  
 

Family History Workshop Sat, 11/1 at 2pm 

Join Dr. Sara French and genealogy volunteers from 

the Daughters of the American Revolution for an 

interactive workshop designed to help those working 

on family history find resources and generate 

strategies for breaking through brick walls.  
 

Let’s Dance: Tango & Rumba 
4-part series: Mon, 11/3, 11/10, 11/17 & 11/24, 1-2pm 

Learn common basic and intermediary steps to two of 

the most popular social dances. Please note: Partners 

wishing to attend together are encouraged, but must 

register individually. Individual registrants will be paired 

with a partner as necessary. 

Presented by Walt Medicis Dance Studio 
 

Mah Jongg: Learn & Play 
3-part series: Fri, 11/7, 11/14 & 11/21, 11am-1pm 

This classic tile game blends strategy, skill, and a bit of 

luck—and it's a fun, social way to challenge your 

mind. Learn the basics and pick up helpful tips to get 

you confidently calling “Mah Jongg!” in no time. 

Presented by community volunteer, Wendy 

Christopher | Free play open to all 1-3pm 
 

Puzzle Swap Saturday, 11/15, 10am-12pm 

Stop in and drop off the puzzles you've done and 

exchange them for ones that are new to you! Don't 

have any puzzles to donate? You're welcome to stop 

by and take a couple! For all ages! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join community theater performer Peter Saracino as 

he brings to life the story of one of America's most 

beloved poets, Robert Frost. Written and performed 

by Saracino, this one-person play takes an intimate 

look into the man: his poetry, relationships, and inner 

life and includes readings from 23 of his poems. 

 

Weekly Tech Help 
45-minute appointments 

 

1-on-1 Techtorials 
Mondays, 11/3, 11/10 & 11/24 at 3pm 

Mondays, 12/1, 12/8 & 12/15 at 2pm & 3pm 
 

Tech Help Appointments with LiteracyCNY 
Tuesdays, 11/25, 12/9 & 12/23 at 5pm & 6pm 

Wednesdays, 11/12, 11/26 & 12/10 

at 11am, 12pm & 1pm 
 

The tech gurus are in and ready to help! Sign up for 

1-on-1 appointments to learn new computer/tech 

skills. Learn how to use your computer, laptop or 

mobile device; create and use an email account; 

find and apply for jobs; use social media; work with 

Microsoft Office or Google Suite; create a resume 

and cover letter; or learn how to use one of the 

library's many digital services, such as Libby, Hoopla, 

NewsBank or Ancestry– All free with your library card! 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required          Friends Sponsored 

In His Own Words:  
An Afternoon with 

Robert Frost 
 

Saturday, 11/22 at 2pm 

 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469240
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15470520
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469090
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15445126
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15399486
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15399425
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15470640


For T(w)EENS… 
All are welcome - OFL is a safe space for EVERYONE! 

Get started at www.oflibrary.org/databases-and-online-reference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animé Club Fridays, 11/7 & 12/5, 3:30-4:30pm 

Anime at the library? Believe it! Come watch a 

favorite with your librarians, talk to other interested 

teens, eat a snack, and enjoy an activity at our 

casual hang-out. 
 

Craft Nights Mondays, 11/10 & 12/8, 4:30-6:00pm 

Craft with OFL's Teen Librarian! Join us for a 

guided craft or create your own artwork 

using a variety of craft supplies.  

 11/10: Collage Bookmarks– Use 

magazine scraps and stickers to create 

a one of a kind bookmark. 

 12/8: Shrinky-Dinks– Recycle 

#6 plastic to create fun 

keychains, charms, earrings 

and more. 
 

Origami Ornaments 

Monday, 12/22, 4:30-6:00pm 

Join OFL's Teen Librarian to make winter 

ornaments and garlands using paper 

and origami techniques.  

JLV Meetings 

Mondays, 11/17 & 12/15,  

6-7pm 

Do you want to volunteer at 

the library? Join other teens 

in your community to make 

a positive impact at OFL. 

Volunteers will help set up 

book displays, plan and host 

library events, and help care for our Teen collection! 

This group can help teens fulfill required volunteer 

service hours and prepare for future college and 

career opportunities. Teens interested in volunteering 

are encouraged to complete our online form at 

www.oflibrary.org/volunteer | For grades 7-12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M.O.S.T. Robotics Challenge 

7-part series: 

 Tuesdays, 12/9, 12/16, 1/6, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 

6:00-7:30pm  

 Saturday, 1/31, 9am-Noon - Robotics Challenge 

Science Fair at the M.O.S.T. (500 S. Franklin St.) 

Join OFL Librarians in the MOST Robotics Challenge. 

Participants will design, build, and test a prototype 

device that can help humans observe and explore 

space. Teams will share and demonstrate their 

completed projects on event day to compete for 

awards from our community judges. 

For teens/tweens in grades 4-8. 

Registration opens the 20th of each month. 
 

       Registration Required             Friends Sponsored 

 

Nintendo Switch 2 

coming soon to  

OFL’s Teen Space! 

https://www.brainfuse.com/highed/helpNow.asp?a_id=3DEA1D3C&ss=&r=
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15482512
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15482512


Family Storytime Wednesdays at 10am 
11/5, 11/19, 11/26, 12/3 & 12/17 

Each week, children and their caregivers are invited 

to the library for an exploration into stories, songs and 

fun early literacy activities! 
 

ASL Storytime Wednesday, 11/12 at 10am 

To increase literacy, language 

development, and inclusivity for all 

children, deaf storyteller, Kelley 

Cooper, will sign children’s stories, 

while an interpreter also reads the 

stories in English. Each family will 

receive a copy of the book along 

with a QR coded bookmark that 

allows them to access an online 

version of the story so participants can re-read these 

stories. Presented by AURORA of CNY with the support 

from the Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County. 
 

Music with Donna B. 
Wednesday, 12/10 at 11am 

Get ready to move, shake, and 

play! Join us for an special 

interactive musical storytime with 

Donna B. that will be filled with 

bubbles, stickers, and lots of fun. 
 

Family Play & Caregiver Meetups 
Fridays, 10:00-11:30am 

Playing is learning! Babies, toddlers and preschoolers 

along with their parents/caregivers are invited to 

spend time in OFL's playroom to play together and 

socialize. Children get the chance to interact with 

each other while parents/grandparents and other 

caregivers meet and chat. Special age appropriate 

toys will be featured in this program. 
 

Baby Book Club 
Fridays, 11/14 & 12/12 at 10:30am 

With several copies of the book same book available, 

we can all hold and read together. In addition, enjoy 

simple finger plays and rhymes, all wrapped up a 

baby-appropriate chunk of time of just half an hour.  

 Learning with Llama Llama: ABC by Anna 

Dewdney 

 Learning with Llama Llama: 

Numbers by Anna Dewdney 

 

 

 

 

Children under the age of 12 may not be unattended in the library or on the premises. 

Pokémon Trading Card Game 
Mondays, 11/3 & 12/1 at 6pm 

Enjoy a fun game of strategy and partnership while 

battling new friends with Pokémon trading cards.  All 

skill levels are welcome!  For ages 7-12 
 

Boynton Bingo 12/20 - 1/3 

Spend some time exploring OFL’s 

Children's Area this holiday season as 

you hunt for familiar faces from 

beloved children's author and 

illustrator, Sandra Boynton. Stop in at 

the Children's Reference Desk and 

pick up your Bingo Card, and get a prize when you 

finish your Boynton Bingo! 
 

Rock Painting 12/29 - 1/3 | DROP-IN 

Stop by the library during holiday break for cozy winter 

rock painting. You can bring your rock home, or if 

you'd like it to be added to Rosco the Rock snake, you 

can leave it here, and it will be added to the garden 

rock snake. We will supply the rocks and the acrylic 

paint markers, and the rest is up to you! For all ages! 

Stop by OFL anytime during normal library hours for 

meaningful play time with family and/or friends! We 

have numerous toys and games for babies all the way 

up to pre-teens. Every visit to OFL is sure to be a fun 

learning experience! 

https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469414
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469035
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469039
https://onlib-onondaga.libcal.com/event/15469042


Friends of OFL 
Meetings - Wednesdays, 11/5 & 12/3 at 1:30pm  

Regularly the 1st Wednesday of each month at 1:30pm 
 

 Friends Corner 

Onondaga Free Library 
4840 West Seneca Turnpike 

Syracuse, NY 13215 

Phone: (315) 492-1727 

Fax: (315) 492-1323 

Email: info@oflibrary.org 

Web: www.oflibrary.org 

Regular Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00am-8:30pm 
 

Friday & Saturday 

10:00am-5:00pm 
 

Sunday—Closed 

 

CONNECT 

WITH US: 
@OnondagaFreeLib 

OFL Board of Trustees 
Meeting - Wednesday, 12/17 at 6pm 

Visit our website for more upcoming meeting dates. 

 

Become a Friend! Pick up a membership brochure  

at the library OR download and print a form from 

www.oflibrary.org/friends-of-ofl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FRIENDS! A huge thank you to the Friends 

for sponsoring a significant amount of upcoming programs: 

 Author Visit: John Simone, co-author of Tex Simone: The 

Man Who Saved Baseball in Syracuse 

 In His Own Words: An Afternoon with Robert Frost 

 A Celebration of Indigenous Dance & Culture 

 Dance & Mah Jongg Classes  

 History Roundtable - 2-Year Anniversary Celebration 

 Family Favorite: Music With Donna B. 

19th Annual 

Festival of Trees  
Fri, 11/14 - Sat, 12/13 

 

Our favorite holiday fundraiser is here, and this year, there are 20 

beautiful trees to raffle off!  Join us in celebrating the joy of the holidays! 
 

Display & Raffle: Visit the library to see the beautiful display in 

person.  Purchase your raffle tickets at the front desk. 

Raffle tickets: $1 each or 6 for $5 | Raffle Drawings: Monday, 12/15  

https://oflibrary.org/support/friends-of-ofl/
https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaFreeLib/
https://www.instagram.com/onondagafreelib/

